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Digital Literacy
[bookmark: _GoBack]What are some best practices that educators can use to continue helping learners become digitally literate? 
More academic and workplace practice is now increasingly requiring high level skills of problem solving, information access and collaborative endeavor. All of these skills coupled with effective communication and data analysis are now more relevant in both the community, the class and the workplace. In this Knowledge era it is imperative to build up on digital literacy so as to become an efficient knowledge worker. As much as millennials and their successors are digital natives they have not been comfortable in transforming this to the classroom.
First, educators should shore up their support for community wide media, and digital literacy initiatives. This can be done through supporting the national network of summer learning programs that build up on digital literacy. 
Educators should strive to build up interdisciplinary bridges especially in higher education. The core principles of educative digital literacy will be further integrated through the building of bridges across related disciplines and this will factor in programs of teacher preparation. In this way, educators can do away with the challenge of ineffective collaboration between digitally improved disciplines and other less acclimatized disciplines.
Educators should put forth clear policies that create learning environments that are appropriate for the facilitation of technology use in learning and this involves the building of infrastructure and stimulating interest in the progressive and practical use of e-learning tools in every study unit. Educators should also put in content that promotes digital literacy by making such content innate in every subject since only attending workshops on digital literacy is not going to achieve enough practicality. Classroom engagement is what will best suffice in improving digital literacy skills (Kaeophanuek, 2018).
Another best practice in improving digital literacy is the focus on student-centred learning where the instructors only become facilitators. Educators should encourage students to practice fixing problems by themselves using technology. Each step in this learning process should develop student’s critical thinking and focus on assessing their problem solving skills through the questioning strategy. Further on this, evaluation is going to aid in learning student attitudes when using digital tools for learning (Kaeophanuek, 2018).
Improvement of digital literacy would mean a more informed, hands-on, and proactive student who can easily engage in problem solving. On the flipside there are a number of risks upon improvement of digital literacy. There are new risks as digital enabled learning collapses the barriers between disciplines and often fails to some extent in filtering out information that is not credible for learning purposes (Pegrum, 2010). Students can be protected from such unfiltered information by training them to use specially curated and peer reviewed information sources.

References
Kaeophanuek, S., Jaitip, N., & Nilsook, P. (2018). How to enhance digital literacy skills among information sciences students. International Journal of Information and Education Technology, 8(4), 292-297. https://doi.org/10.18178/ijiet.2018.8.4.1050
Pegrum, M. (2010). ‘I link, therefore I am’: Network literacy as a core digital literacy. E-Learning and Digital Media, 7(4), 346-354. https://doi.org/10.2304/elea.2010.7.4.346



